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4,000 Acres and Growing....
Conservation Easements, Grants, and Property Ownership Changes

Over the past year, NCCT has surpassed 4,000 acres of land preserved under conservation easement. Last 
December, Cathy Mauer and Gordon Ruesch donated a conservation easement on their beautiful 60-acre property in 
Taylor County. The Mauer-Ruesch easement brings the total acreage protected in Taylor County to 495, and NCCT’s 
total acreage under conservation easements to 4,002. 
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In February, NCCT submitted a grant proposal for a Lake Protection Grant on the 88-acre Waypost Camp on 
Mission Lake in Marathon County. In May, NCCT learned that we would be the recipient of a DNR Lake Protection 
Grant to fund 75% of the cost to acquire the conservation easement, in the amount of $76,254.75. Closing on the 
easement will occur in December, at which time we will receive those DNR funds.  

In June, NCCT submitted a second grant request to cover the remaining 25% of expenses to acquire the 
conservation easement on the Waypost Camp. This grant is known as the Marathon County Environmental Impact 
Fund, and NCCT learned in July that we would be awarded one of these grants in January, totaling $39,767. 

Thus, the entire conservation easement value will be reimbursed to the camp’s owner, Crossways Camping 
Ministries, as will all of NCCT’s costs to develop and implement the conservation easement. These awards are a 
significant accomplishment: they make possible the perpetual protection of most of Mission Lake’s shoreline, and can 
serve as a template for future shoreline protection projects.

In August, NCCT sold the 263-acre Starpoint property in Adams County, which had been gifted to us several 
years earlier. This sale generated funds to invest in NCCT’s future. Since the property is protected with a conservation 
easement, we have also gained a new landowner with whom we can partner in monitoring and protecting the easement 
over the years.

Several NCCT easement properties have changed hands recently, and as time marches on, more sales will 
inevitably take place – but, after all, a conservation easement is forever and runs with the deed. When the original 
owner who placed the conservation easement on their property decides to sell or deed their land to a successor, the 
conservation easement is also conveyed to the new owner. It is critical that the seller informs the potential buyer of the 
conservation easement prior to a sale, including all restrictions and prohibitions, and reserved rights contained in that 
easement. Explaining the purpose and those conditions of the conservation easement to a buyer can help prevent future 
violations of the easement.
Among the selling landowner’s responsibilities as part of the conservation easement is that they notify the easement 
holder (NCCT) of any conveyance in writing within thirty days after the conveyance, and provide NCCT with the name 
and address of the recipient of the conveyance and a copy of the legal instrument transferring rights. This language is 
taken directly from Section 3.1 (iii) of NCCT’s conservation easement template.
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Annual giving in the last year decreased by 24%. This 
has been noted by NCCT’s Board of Directors as an area 
targeted for growth in fiscal year 2018. Thank you to our 
contributors who renew their membership annually. We 
would also like to especially thank our contributors who 
provided an additional contribution to help us celebrate at 
our Annual Meeting. Growth is expected as we invest in an 
Outreach and Development intern, and as we continue to 
develop and expand our community connections. If you 
know of a business that would benefit from sponsoring 
the only land trust serving central Wisconsin, please 
contact Janet Smith at 715-344-1910.

NCCT’s assets dropped by just over $300,000 due 
to the sale of one of NCCT’s owned properties.   The 
decreased value was due to the much higher original 
appraised value of this gifted property, and when the 
property was sold with a conservation easement, the 
net proceeds after sale expenses came to $282,790.   So 
the result of the sale was to reduce the land held assets 
for NCCT, but then to add $282,790 back to the cash 
and investment assets.  The loss in value represents the 
imputed value of the easement, but since NCCT doesn’t 
record the value of conservation easements on the 
financials, it therefore appears that there was a big drop 
in assets due to the “loss” on the sale.  

In reality, NCCT really just converted a higher value, 
non-liquid asset (land) into a lesser amount of a more 
useful asset (cash and the securities purchased with the 
proceeds).   Again, this sort of loss on the asset value 
of donated lands should be expected and considered 
a normal result of NCCT operations, as the process of 
placing the easement on the property does in fact reduce 
the fair market value and thus the proceeds NCCT can 
realize on a sale. 

We continue to see growth in our endowment funds 
due to continued contributions from landowners who 
help with easement expenses, from good returns on our 
investments, and from our supporters. At the end of 
September, our total assets, including the land that we 
own, were $1,222,928. This includes $100,680 that we 
have with the Community Foundation of North Central 
Wisconsin, $772,490 professionally managed with the 
assistance of Robert W. Baird & Co., and $244,000 in land 
we hold in Adams County.

As shown the growth in operating expenses parallels 
NCCT’s increase in assets. This is expected to occur as 
our organization grows.

Financial Management

Major Gifts

David Worth and The Worth Company

Through the continued generosity of David Worth of The Worth Company, NCCT still occupies their office 
at 214 Sherman Avenue in Stevens Point. For the past 5 years, NCCT has benefited from the office space, use of the 
conference room, equipment, and telephone services. We are extremely grateful to David Worth and the Worth 
Company for this significant donation so that NCCT can continue our important work.
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Land Conservation Society Annual Summary

The Land Conservation Society is a student organization at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point that partners 
with NCCT and other Wisconsin land trusts to promote conservation of public and private lands. As an organization, 
LCS has mainly worked with private land owners by helping them achieve their land management goals. Last spring 
we got around to a couple of great events, speakers, and field days! One of the first events of the semester was having 
NCCT’s board member and photographer Roger Zimmermann come in to present some of his work to our organization. 
That same week we also helped co-host a showing of Green Fire, a documentary about Aldo Leopold. Later in the 
semester, we sent several members to the Water Thinkers event in Green Lake, where they learned about systems 
thinking relating to water. Then in April, we had a weekend-long field day event where we did a field day with Ozaukee-
Washington County Land Trust, then camped at one of their properties, then proceeded to work with Milwaukee 
River Revitalization Foundation. Finally, we ended our semester with a field day at Nancy Stevenson’s property west of 
Stevens Point in Portage County.

This leads us to this current fall semester, when we have begun to spread our horizons to give our members more 
learning opportunities within the conservation field. Some of the events we put together or attended this semester 
include field days, speakers, the NCCT annual dinner and Ride with Renew. Though weather posed us some challenge 
in getting outdoors for field days, we were able to visit landowners Rick and Sarah Wilke, and Doug Henderson. Stevens 
Point city planner, Kyle Kearns, was able to speak to us about his daily field work and what to expect in the city planning 
career. Additionally, we had a few of our members attend the 2017 NCCT Annual Dinner. Lastly, LCS was invited to go 
to Ride with Renew, a bike-ride tour through Middleton, Wisconsin of their current sustainable energy projects. This 
event was put on by Renew Wisconsin, a nonprofit organization in Madison, Wisconsin, with the mission of making the 
switch to renewable energy in Wisconsin. Overall, we had a great variety of experiences that will aid in developing our 
desired career paths.

NCCT Holiday Potluck

NCCT held our first holiday potluck and white elephant gift 
exchange event last December, at the Central Rivers Farmshed 
office in Stevens Point. This is just a great way to socialize with 
other NCCT supporters, to enjoy a delicious meal and have fun 
exchanging “re-gifted” items. We will do it again this year, on 
November 30 at Farmshed, from 6 pm to 9 pm. We hope this can 
be an annual treat!

Date: Nov 30, 6-9 pm.  
Location: Central Rivers Farmshed 
	         1220 Briggs Ct., Stevens Point 
	          http://www.farmshed.org/

Bring a dish to share, an item to re-gift for 
the white elephant gift exchange, and your 
own beverage. 

NCCT Remembers Byron Shaw

NCCT thanks those who donated $2,220 in Byron Shaw’s memory after his passing last October. Byron and Margaret 
placed a conservation easement on their 109 acres in Portage County in 2008, and Byron was a long-time member and 
supporter of NCCT.
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North Central Conservancy Trust
PO Box 124 Stevens Point WI 54481-0124
www.ncctwi.org	  edncct@gmail.com    715 -344-1910

David Worth, President
Jacob Prater, Vice-President
Roger Zimmermann, Secretary
H. B. “Butch” Pomeroy, Treasurer

Nichole Besyk
Greg Dahl
John Houghton
Justin Isherwood

Active Emeritus Directors
Kerry Brimmer
Robert Freckmann
Alan Haney
Jan Seiler
Stanton E. Thomas

Board of Directors

Executive Director  Janet Smith

David James
Nancy Turyk
Susan Wurzer

NCCT at Work

NCCT must monitor every property annually to ensure compliance with each conservation easement, so we must have 
plenty of volunteers to help us monitor. In 2016, NCCT appointed Nichole Besyk as our Monitoring Coordinator, and 
we held our first ever volunteer monitor-training day in April 2017. Not only is this good practice for NCCT as a land 
trust, but it is a great way for volunteers to become involved. The event was well-attended, and we plan to hold another 
training session in spring of 2018. All monitors and those interested in becoming a monitor must attend – so keep an 
eye out for the training date in our spring 2018 newsletter.



5

Contributors (October 1, 2016–September 30, 2017)

Supporter $25-49 
Buttke, Timothy &  
       Kay Gruling
Ernst, Gerald & Janice
Evans, Reesa
Freedlund, Lowell
Harris, Ronald G
Haug, Susan
Hettinga, Allen & Mary Jane
Juracka, Robert & Louise
Karth, Ken & Megan
Krems, James & Mary Ann
Krenz, Vilas
Kubisiak, John & Clara
Lohr, Rick & Joyce
Markman, Len & Leslie
Martens, Jacob & Kathleen
Minnick, Donald & Susann
Moberg, Ed & Helen
Munson, John & Barb
North, David & Judith
O’Flyng, R. Dennis & Mary
Piette, Sean
Regnier, John
Rogers, Jim
Peterson, La Verne
Samsel, Janet & Clyde
Stern, Clifford &  
   Patricia Timm
Sterwerf, David & Vicky
Todd, Darlene
Wright, David & Ann
Young, Alan & Laurel

Preserver $50-99
Barthen, Bill
Bohne, Rebecca A
Eckberg, Betty
Fields, Doug & 
   Roxana Reitz
Kiedrowski, Gary & Mary
Kirby, William & Lenore
Martens, Donna & Hilbert
Miller, Suzan
Minder, Walter & Paula
Musolf, Gene & Bea
Nauman, Lyle
Noltze, Marv
O’Flyng, Dennis & Mary
Peters, Donald & Kristina
Pray, Pauline & David
Schukar, Randy & 
   Karen Lemke
Snedeker, Madeline
Spangenberg, N Earl & 
   Lillian
Sullivan, Melba
Thompson, Aaron & Erin
Topinka, Sally & 
   Wayne McCaffery

Vollrath, John & Elizabeth
Zach, John & Jen

Key Donor $100-249
Anderson, Eric
Barnes, Jake & Kris
Beggs, Lori & Rick
Bishop, Woody & Madge
Butler, Jim & 
   Cathy Eckberg
Canales, Nancy & James
Clendenning, Bill & 
   Shirley
Dreier, Patty & Tom
Freckmann, Bob
Graham, Larry & Anne
Grossnickle, Ned & Mary
Hansen, Richard
Hart, Emily
Haug, Susan
Hillier, Dave & Margaret
Jalowitz, Ken
Kerlin, Betsy & Steve
Kirby, Bill & Lynn
Kuse, Hildegard 
Kuse, Loretta
Mallery, Thomas & Peggie
McDonald, Robert & Karen
Meronk, Anne
Noel, Patty & John
Overholt, Sally
Prater, Jacob
Reichel, Alex & Janice
Robertson, Allan & 
  Carleen
Rothman, Rick
Schliepp, Andrew
Schneider, Julie & 
   Mrk Balhorn
Schuh, Martha & Jim
Schultz, Joe & Sue
Schwab, Sharon & 
   Greg Dahl
Sebold, D David
Seiser, Jo & Tom Brown
Shippy, John & Mary
Smith, Janet & LeClair
Spangenberg, Earl & Lillian
Stevenson, Nancy
Thompson, Aaron & Erin
Thwaits, Marilyn & Marc
Topinka, Sally & Wayne
Welch, Robert
Whitmire, Nancy
Wilke, Rick & Sarah
Zimbric, Drs. Gary & Susan
Zimmermann, Roger & Dee

Sustainer $250-499
Biedess, Phyllis
Brimmer, Kerry & Cheryl
Helstein, Lisa
Houghton, John & Marilyn
Powell, Kathy & Steve Griswold
Raymond-Wood, Jane &  
   Thomas Wood
Thwaits, Marilyn & Marc

Protector $500-999 
Haney, Alan
James, David & Trina
Mumford, Luigi
Pomeroy, Butch & Colleen

Trustee $1000+ 
Shillinglaw, John
Worth, David & Cindy

Special Contributions
In Memory of Byron Shaw
  Anonymous
  Bartig, Karen & Gary
  Docka, Margaret
  Eckberg, Cathryn &
     James Butler
  Fleishauer, Frederic
  Graham, Larry & Anne
  Haney, Alan
  Hansen, Brad & Emily
  Hemshrot, Steve & Mary  
  Hillier, David & Margaret
  Hiltz, Dorothy
  Houghton, John & Marilyn
  Jakusz, Jim & Darlene
  Klessig, Christine
  Krems, James & Mary Ann
  Kropidlowski, Carol
  Morrison, Lisa & WDNR 
     co-workers of Byron’s son 
     Jeff Shaw
  Online Reading Tutor Svcs, Inc
  Pfankuch, Mary Jo
  Seiler, Jan
  Seiser, Jo
  Tupper, Susan & Jim McKnight
  Van Horn, Carole & Steven
  Whitaker, Alvin
  White, Charley & Olive
  Young, Laurel & Alan

Special Contributions
Benn, James—For  
   Benn   Conservancy
Kaatz, Jean—In memory of  
   Dean M Kaatz
Overholt, Sally— In memory of  
   Tom Overholt

Snedeker, Madeline—In honor 
    of Janet Smith
White, Marla—In honor 
    of Jo Ellen Seiser
Whitmire, Nancy—In tribute 
   to Jon Newman 
 
Annual Meeting 
Contributors
Aanensen, Kay & Joel
Barrington, Barbara & Byron
Besyk, Nichole
Boggs, Deaken
Brimmer, Kerry & Cheryl
Clendenning, Bill
Freckmann, Bob
Freeman, Joe & Mary Clare
Girolamo, Kathy Clarke & Tom
Haasl, Lynn
Haney, Alan
Hau, Ethan
Henderson, Doug &  
   Susan Gingrasso
Hillier, David & Margaret
Isherwood, Lynn & Justin
James, David & Trina
Jones, Zachary
Klapperich, Shirley
Krems, James & Mary Ann
Pasciak, Alex
Piette, Sean
Pledger, Douglas & Willa
Prater, Jacob
Robertson, Allan, & Carleen
Schwab, Sharon & Greg Dahl
Seiser, Barbara
Smith, Janet & Michael LeClair
Stanko, Ivan & Anna
Sullivan, Melba
Swanson, John & Deanna
Thompson, Aaron & Erin
Trainer, Elizabeth
Worth, David & Cindy
Zimmermann, Roger

Conservation Easements 
Feucht, Coleen, Daniel Kane, 
  Teresa Veraguth, & Kathy Polum
Mauer, Cathy & Gordon Ruesch
Pledger, Duncan

Please let us know if we’ve made an 
error so we can correct it in our next 
newsletter. 
We truly appreciate your support!
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Save the Date!

Holiday Potluck

Nov 30, 2017


